MEDICAL   MISSION  IN KERMAN

resumes his practice elsewhere. However, during
eight years' practice in the East, and having had
the opportunity of examining thousands of eyes, I
can remember two cases only where this operation
had been done and there had been no subsequent
inflammation, but the great majority of eyes are lost,

Well, we had our first Kerman cataract patient,
and it seemed to us as though the whole future of
the little pioneer Medical Mission depended upon the
success or failure of that operation.

The day fixed for the operation arrived: a Persian
doctor practising in the city had requested leave to
be present, no doubt on behalf of the many friends
of the patient, to report particulars and see fair play.
The patient was brought in, looking exceedingly
nervous. After a short prayer (a practice almost in-
variably adopted in medical missionary hospitals, and
much appreciated by the patient, even though he be
a fanatical Moslem), the operation was started. I am
afraid we were all unduly nervous, the possible con-
sequences for good or ill to the Mission assuming
undue proportions. At any rate everything went
wrong; the cocaine (used as the anaesthetic) would
not work, the old man could not keep his eye still,
and "would look up when he was told to look down.
I was only able to complete the incision, and that
with the greatest difficulty; and fearing to proceed
further, the patient getting more and more excited,
I had reluctantly to postpone the operation for a
couple of days. We all felt very depressed, except,
perhaps, the Persian " hakim," who doubtless greatly
relished the failure of the English doctor. However,

two days later we" tried again, the Persian hakim
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